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Architects Carolyn Trevor and Pat
Lahiff own a four-storey Victorian
house in south London and they have
sited their practice in the basement.

“The house needed to be totally
refurbished, but the basement
had its own entrance - it had been a
doctor’s surgery. [t was perfect for our
practice,” says Carolyn.

“We both work very long hours,
so living ‘above the shop’ really helps
and it removes travel time. We
have five children, so we save on the
cost of nannies being based here, too.”

The couple extended the office
under the terrace at the back and
installed a glass wall to ensure plenty of
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natural light. The space accommodates
their drafting tables and racks of
architecture magazines; the clocks are
set to GMT and the time in Nepal, as
they work with a team in Kathmandu.
She adds, “It’s common now to find
that clients want a work space factored
in when creating a home.”

But what if there’s not an inch of extra
space in the home? Then look to your
outside space. Installing a garden
office is a popular solution for growing
families. Many companies make them,

A home office
makes a property
more desirable

b

such as Crane, a Royal-seal company
offering quality sheds and summer
houses. James Crane has seen a huge
leap in demand for garden offices in
the past 10-15 years. “The cost of

land and the expense of moving
contributed,” he says.

“Plus, almost everyone has a
computer at home now and nee
place to put it. That said, our stu
are used as leisure rooms or exti
bedrooms as often as offices.”

Crane’s bespoke buildings st:
from £6,155, and they sell ‘off-th
studios and workshops through
Lewis, from £2,395. But is it s:.\mﬂ
invest in what is, after all, just a
glorified shed?

For starters, garden offices cz
value to your property. “The bui
will be incorporated into your
property’s overall square footag
it comes to valuation,” says Stevi
of KFH’s Chiswick branch.

“Depending on size, spec and
location, it could increase the va
your property by anywhere betw
five and 10 per cent.”

Monetary value aside, it’s imj
quality of life and convenience t]
make home offices or garden stu
desirable. “We design a lot of stu
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